il

MADAME   DU   HAUSSET                           255

which she became Queen seemed to relate to her
present situation at Court; but the most remark-
able thing was the crooked and lame man, in
whom Madame thought she recognised the Duke

de V------, who was very much deformed.   Madame

was delighted with her adventure and with her
horoscope, which she thought corresponded very
remarkably with the truth. Two days after, she
sent for M, de St. Florentin, and begged him not
to molest the fortune-teller. He laughed, and
replied that he knew why she interceded for this
woman. Madame asked him why he laughed*
He related every circumstance of her expedition
with astonishing exactness1; but he knew nothing
of what had been said, or, at least, so he pre-

tended.     He   promised   Madame   that,   provided

r............ ..................................._________________________________________________!________________fc

i M, de St, Florentin was Minister for Paris, to whom
the Lieutenant of Police was accountable.    rendered  me the   most   essential   services.     It  is
